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Senior studies in South Africa
By MIRANDA HASSE
Staff Writer

The weather was beautiful, the people were friendly
and it was an entirely new
experience for senior Jennifer
Linstad who went on a study
abroad program to South
Africa spring semester of ’08.
“Everyone studied abroad
to Europe and I’d already
been there. I wanted to go to
South Africa,” Linstad said.
Lindstad found a study
abroad program that was
where she wanted to go and
affordable through the St.
Cloud Nelson Mandela Metro
University program. She went
with 17 other students from
across the U.S.
Jennifer went to school and
took a full load. The classes
ranged from South African
politics to a community service class. Some of the most
interesting classes were the
world history classes.
“They are taught from a
completely different perspective,” Linstad said.
Linstad stayed in a town
called Port Elizabeth, otherwise known as the “friendly
city.” The people there loved
talking with the Americans.
Sometimes they made fun
of the way the American lifestyle is so fast paced. Linstad
said that the best part of the
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Senior Jennifer Linstad stands atop Table Mountain overlooking Capetown, South Africa.

African culture was that they
are so slow paced; they take
the time to slow down and
enjoy life.
One of Linstad’s favorite
parts of her trip was volunteering to help poor children.
She helped motivate them to
stay in school and she also
facilitated in setting up a fund
so that the children could
afford to go to better schools.

Dragons After Dark
Advocate staff reports
On Friday, hundreds of
Dragons converged on the
campus mall for a night of fun.
The Dragon Entertainment
Group hosted its second
monthly ‘Dragons After Dark’
of the year. This month’s
theme was ‘Home Sweet
Dragon Home,’ and activities

This was very rewarding for
her.
The African culture is quite
different than American culture. Linstad learned about
apartheid. That was when
Mandela still ruled Africa.
“In America we don’t see
color, but in Africa they still
see color,” said Jennifer.
“There are still lots of racial
conflicts in South Africa,”

Linstad said.
She said that it was really
different to see those kinds of
conflicts when, in America,
those conflicts are not as
noticeable.
While living in Port
Elizabeth, Linstad lived right
off the coast. So while studying and learning the African
culture she also learned how
to surf.

Roasting marshmallows

included hayrides, laser tag,
post cards for home, karaoke,
glow in the dark bocce ball,
and roasting marshmallows.
The Group hosts the Dragons
After Dark as an alternative
to risky Friday night behaviors and to create a fun atmosphere, encouraging students
to stay on campus during the
weekends.

chris huber / advocate photo editor

Several students are seen here roasting marshmallows over a fire
at Dragons After Dark. The event was put together by The Group.

Hiring Immediately!
TEMP. APPT. REMIND. CALLS - $8/HR
P/T & F/T TELESALES - $9/HR BASE PAY EARNING UP
TO $12/HR!
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT
PAID TRAINING

Cult Classics

Apply in person at:

Friday, September 19 & Saturday, September 20
M I D N I G H T • A D M I S S I O N O N LY $ 5 !

Big Lebowski

The

(701) 239-8385 • 314 Broadway • Downtown Fargo
www.fargotheatre.org

or

join our Facebook Group!

2829 S. University Drive, Fargo
www.pcifargo.com
EXP. PREF. BUT NOT REQ.

“I’ve always wanted to
know how to surf,” Linstad
said, “so I bought a surf board
and took some lessons.”
Linstad learned how to surf
in Jeffrey’s Bay, which is supposed to have the best surfing
in the world.
Another new task she
learned was how to drive. It
wasn’t just any vehicle on any
road. Linstad learned how to
drive a manual on the left side
of the road, while having the
steering wheel on the right.
She managed to get the hang
of it after a couple attempts.
Traveling was also a huge
part of Linstad’s experience
to Africa. She explained the
weather and the land to be
“beautiful.” Meeting new
people, learning and taking a
road trip with five of her new
friends to go on a safari was a
terrific experience that she’ll
never forget.
Linstad definitely wants to
go back, especially to Cape
Town. She still keeps in contact with the friends she made
while on her study abroad
and they are planning on having a reunion possibly in 2010
when the world cup will be
held in Africa.

Hasse can be reached
at hassemi@mnstate.edu
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Dragon Fest
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On Tuesday, The Group hosted Dragon
Fest, an annual event featuring student
organization booths, local businesses,
games, food, music and prizes.
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Chris Erickson / The Advocate

Ron Jeppson, Dean of the College of Social and Natural Sciences explores DragonFest.

Lauren Taute / The Advocate

Sophmore Spencer Mendro teaches Elisa Andrews how to speed stack cups

Chris Huber / Advocate Photo Editor

Kaydee Lemieux and Jesse Wyum get
off the slide at hobstacle course.

Lauren Taute / The Advocate
Chris Erickson / The Advocate

Senior Yaho Ishida demonstrates card tricks at the Japan Club Booth.

Freshman Keith Clark, senior Sarah Crawford and senior Kacie Larson learn how
to play a Native American toss game with bone and cedar.
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Student protesters clash with police at RNC
By AUSTIN FAY
Staff Writer

At the Republican National
Convention in St. Paul, police
ordered a crowd, which had
been deemed unruly, to disperse.
Among them was MSUM
senior Adam Wiese who was
disbursing from that freespeech zone in downtown St.
Paul when the barrel of a
SWAT officer’s weapon was
pointed at him.
The SWAT officer was standing on top of the Mickey’s
Dining Car, a small eatery in
downtown St. Paul. He was
sweeping his crowd-controlling weapon back and forth to
encourage the disbursement.
Wiese was in St. Paul during the RNC as a member of
the Anti-Capitalist Bloc. He
spent six days in the Twin
Cities experiencing interactions with riot police “nearly
every day I was there,” Wiese
said.
The six days Wiese spent
at the protests, left a lasting
impression on him.
“If our society is what it
claims it is, there shouldn’t be
a 15-foot high fence or 3,000
riot police to protect the state
from the people,” Wiese said.
“Any state that needs to
resort to these measures
doesn’t rule with the consent
of the people. I think there
is definite moral imperative
in our day and age to move
towards a more direct democ-

Insurance, from front
Married students and students with dependents can add
family members to their health
plans. Interested students can
contact the provider directly for
details, Grimm said.
“For the price of one visit,
with some tests, you’ve already
paid for your health insurance,”
Wiese said. “It’s a very convenient safety net that’s out there
for students.”
Senior George Heinert said he
thinks it is good that the school
is offering this coverage to the
11 percent of students who do
not have insurance.

				

SUBMITTED PHOTO

A crowd, including thousands of protestors, gathered during the Republican National Convention,
Sept. 1, near the capital building in St. Paul, Minn.

racy,” Wiese said.
MSUM
senior
Tessa
Torgeson and MSUM alum
Dustin Riccio made a trip to
the Twin Cities the evening
of the last day of the RNC for
the “No Peace for the WarMakers” march organized
by the Minnesota Anti-War
Committee.
Torgeson and Ricci planned
on being there for the march
at 4 p.m., then driving back

to Moorhead that evening,
but were detained, and didn’t
get back until the following
morning.
The march started at the
State Capitol and the last
speaker wrapped up her
speech about 4:50 p.m.
A police officer announced
over a loudspeaker: “Your
permit will expire at 5 p.m.
At that point, you don’t have
a right to march.”

Like many students, Heinert
is covered under his parents’
health insurance policy until he
is 25 years old. While he thinks
the mandatory enrollment system has inconvenienced students who already have coverage, he believes affordable
insurance should be made available to students.
“I definitely think health
insurance is a must,” Heinert
said. “If something major happens, you don’t want to get
caught (without insurance).”
University officials received
a draft of the United Healthcare

policy on campus on Sept. 11.
After a panel of administrators, which includes Wiese and
Grimm, reviews the policy, it
will be made available to students. Hard copies of the policy
should be mailed out sometime
in late September, Wiese said.
“I think health insurance is
one of those things you don’t
even think about until you need
it,” Grimm said. “Unfortunately,
when you need it, it’s something
bad and spendy.”
Schafer can be reached
at schaal@mnstate.edu

Followed by members of
the media, the group of protesters agreed to go ahead
with the route to the Xcel
Energy Center to make themselves visible.
“I was there to show (the
Republican delegates) that
people are not OK with how
things are going right now,”
Torgeson said.
Marching through a residential district, the group of

protesters and press found
themselves stopped once
again at the Marion Street
Bridge.
“They started throwing
flash-bang grenades and one
landed right in front of us.
Really loud cracks, it was just
deafening. They were trying to herd us in one place,”
Torgeson said.
Members of the press were
rounded up during Thursday
night’s mass arrest along with
some people who were “in
the wrong place at the wrong
time,” Torgeson said.
Riot police surrounded the
crowd and as McCain prepared to speak inside the
Xcel, police arrested about
300 people on the Marion
Street bridge over Interstate
94, including Torgeson and
Riccio.
The two were loaded onto a
city bus turned police bus and
detained for five or six hours.
Her purses and cameras were
confiscated and held until the
next Sept. 8.
“The police (were) mostly
pretty nice while we were
being detained,” Torgeson
said.
The
St.
Paul
Police
Department had no comment
on the detention of Torgeson
and Riccio.

Fay can be reached
at a_fay21@yahoo.com

The deadline to withdraw from the
mandatory health care is Sept. 29.
For more information about opting out,
see the Sept. 11, issue of The Advocate.
Go to:
www.mnstate.edu/hendrix.insurance/cfm
or www.uhcsr
to view information about the plan and its coverage.

Need a Job?
Work where you Shop!

West Acres Job Fair
Wednesday,
September 24
10am to 9pm
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Abercrombie & Fitch, Avon, Bath & Body Works,
The Buckle, Chico’s, Christopher & Banks, CJ
Banks, Coldwater Creek, Eddie Bauer, Express,
Gap, Gap Kids, Gymboree, Herberger’s, Hot
Topic, JCPenney, Lady Foot Locker, Lane Bryant,
Lee’s Hallmark, Macy’s, New York & Company,
RCC Western, SoŌware Etc., Things
Remembered, Vanity, Victoria’s
Secret, Zales...and more.

801 38th St. South, Fargo
www.paradiso.com
CHIM_MSUM_08B

West Acres Shopping Center
I-29 & 13th Avenue South
Fargo, ND 58103
www.westacres.com 701.282.2222

